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UM HOSTS NATIVE AMERICAN FILM  FESTIVAL MARCH 27-29 
MISSOULA -
Diverse views o f  Native American experiences will be presented at The University of 
Montana’s Native American Film Festival March 27-29.
The festival, featuring documentaries and short films gathered from throughout the United 
States and Canada, will be held at the UM law school’s Castles Center. Admission is $3 per 
session or $7 for the entire festival.
"The response w e’ve had from filmmakers is overwhelming," festival Chair Pamela 
Bucy said.
"Some of these films are touchingly personal, others are very political, still others are 
educational and enlightening," Bucy said. "All are incredibly entertaining."
Thursday night’s film session will spotlight environmental issues, while Friday and 
Saturday evening sessions will cover a wide variety of perspectives and issues central to the lives 
of Native Americans. The Saturday afternoon session will focus on Montana with documentaries 
about the Flathead Reservation and tribal sovereignty issues in the state.
The festival is sponsored by UM ’s Native American Law Student Association and Kyi-Yo 
Indian Club. For more information, call Bucy at (406) 728-3717.
The Native American Film Festival schedule includes:
■  Thursday, 7 p .m . — "Keepers of the Water," a depiction of the broad, Indian-led 
coalition fighting against Exxon’s proposed mine near the headwaters of Wisconsin’s Wolf River; 
"The Point -- Legacy o f the River People," a historical view of the fight against development of




Lyle’s Point on the Columbia River, an important site to area Native Americans; and "Poisoning 
Paradise," a look at Indian communities in Alberta, Canada, leading the charge to hold a 
hazardous waste incinerator responsible for its effect on local ecology and people.
■  Friday, 7 p .m . — "Forgotten Warriors," featuring interviews with Canadian Indian 
veterans of World War n ,  focusing on the lack of respect they experienced on their return to 
Canada; "First Nation Blue," a look at the success of an Ontario, Canada tribe’s police force and 
some o f the problems faced by its native and nonnative officers; and "Huchoosedah: Traditions of 
the Heart," which showcases the importance of preserving traditional cultural values by recounting 
one western Washington woman’s efforts to keep her tribal language alive.
■  Saturday, 2 p .m . -  "Place of the Falling Waters," a three-part look at the history of 
the Flathead Reservation and the impact of the construction of Kerr Dam; and "Native America: 
Whose Land? Whose Law?" a UM Student Documentary Unit program about tribal sovereignty 
issues including land use, business and taxation, the criminal justice system, gambling and the 
Indian Child Welfare Act.
■  Saturday, 7 p .m . — "The Keetoowahs Come Home," the story o f a distinct band within 
the Cherokee Nation that is fighting to return to its ancestral home in Arkansas; "O’Siem," a 
biographical film about a spiritual healer who works at a car wash; "Looks Into the Night," a 
dramatic depiction of the lives of four American Indian women; and "Rabbit Boss," an account of 
a traditional rabbit drive and the importance of rabbits in the lives of the Washoe Indians.
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